CHAIRMAN
Martin P. Honigberg

TDD Access: Relay NH
1-800-735-2964

COMMISSIONERS Tel. (603) 271-2431

Robert R. Scott

FAX (603) 271-3878
Kathryn M. Bailey (603)

Website:
www.puc.nh.gov

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Debra A. Howland PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
21 S. Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, N.H. 03301-2429

October 10, 2016

Re: DG 15-289, Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities
Petition for Franchise Approval in Lebanon and Hanover

To the Parties:
On September 30, 2016, Liberty Utilities filed a motion to reopen the record to allow for:

“filing of additional documents and supporting testimony that would
provide the Commission with important evidence based on changed
circumstances and the new information developed since the close of the
record.”

The Commission denied Liberty’s motion. To reach its conclusion, the Commission considered
the probative value of the new evidence. Puc 203.30(c)(1). Liberty did not provide any of the
new evidence with its motion; consequently, the Commission could not determine its probative
value. The Commission also considered whether other parties’ right of cross examination would
be protected without further hearing. Puc 203.30(c)(2). Liberty’s request to reopen is beyond
the scope of merely supplementing a nearly complete record with a follow-up exhibit as is
usually the practice under Puc 203.30. Liberty described the new evidence in part as a new five-
year business plan that is under development. The Commission found that such a submission
would fundamentally alter the evidence in the case and require additional discovery and hearing.

The Commission recognized that Liberty is still interested in seeking franchise approval.
However, given the fundamental change in Liberty’s evidentiary support for its request and the
fact that the business plan remains under development, the Commission found that Liberty’s
petition is premature. Accordingly, the Commission treated Liberty’s filing in DG 15-289 as
withdrawn and closed the docket. Should Liberty file a new petition and supporting materials
once it has fully developed its business plan, the Commission will open a new docket.

-Sﬁcerely,
Debra A. Howland
Executive Director
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